KoT m nuca

1.

Xnn-6bi1 My>XNK; y Hero 6bis1 KOT, TOJIbKO TakoW WKOOAMBLIN, 4TO bena! Hapoen
OH MY>XXUKY. BOT My>Xunk gyman-gymasn, B3as KoTa, Mocagna B MeLOoK, 3aBs3an n
noHec B nec. NMpuHec n 6bpocmn ero B necy: nyckanm nponagaet! KoT xoann-xoann
n Habpen Ha n3byLKy, B KOTOPOW JIECHUK »XXWJ1; 3a1€3 Ha Yepdak U NonexmnsaeTt
cebe, a 3axo4eT €CTb — nonaeT nd fiecy NTUYEK Aa MbILLEN NOBUTb, HAECTCS
AOCbITa U ONATb Ha YepAaak, n rops emy mano!

BoT omHaXkabl rmowest KOT rynaTh, @ HaBCTpeYdy eMy Jinca, yBuaasa KoTa u
anBuTca: «CKONIbKO J1eT XXUBY B J1eCy, a TaKOoro 3Beps He BUAbiBasia».
MoknoHWNacb KOTY 1 cnpawwmnBaeT: «CKka)kncb, Aobpbii MONoAeL, KTO Tbl TakoB,
KaKuUM C/ly4aeM Cioda 3awen n Kak t1eba no nMeHn BennydaTb?» A KOT BCKUHYN
LUEPCTb CBOK N FOBOPUT: «H U3 cMbupckmnx necos npuciaaH K sBaMm 6ypmMncTpom, a
30BYT MeHs KoToden MiBaHOBNY». — «AX, KoToden IBaHOBUY, — rOBOPUT JI1Ca,
— He 3HaNa nNpo Teb4, He Benana; Hy, NONAEM XKe KO MHe B roCcTu». KoT nowen K
JMcuue; oHa nNpuBesia ero B CBOK HOPY M CTasia NoTYeBaTb pPa3HOM OUYUHKOLO, a
cama BbicnpawmnBaeT: «410, KoTohen IBaHOBWUY, XXEHAT Tbl aJin XONOCT?» —
«X0N0oCT», — roBOpuUT KOT. «W 9, nucuua, — AeBuua, BO3bMNU MEHSA 3aMy»X». KOT
corsliacuncs, N Ha4vancsa y HUX Nnup Oa Becesbe.

Ha gpyron geHb oTnpaBuiack anca aobsiBaTb npunacos, 4106 6b110 4em C
MOIOAbIM MY>XEeM XUTb; @ KOT OCTanca ooMa. bexxnt nuca, a HaBCcTpeyy en
rnonagaeTcs BOJIK U Havasl C Hel 3aurpbiBaTh: «[ ae Tol, KyMa, nponagana? Mol
BCe HOpbl 06bICKanu, a Teba He Buganu». — «lyctu, gypak! YT1o 3anrpoeiBaeLlb?
A npexxpe bblna nncuua-gesnua, a Tenepb 3aMy>XXHS XXeHa». — «3a KOro e Thbl
Bbila, JIn3aBeTa MiBaHOBHa?» — «Pa3Be Tbl HE CJIbIXaJl, 4TO K HaM N3 CUBNPCKUX
necos npucnaH éypmucTtp Kotoden MBaHoBm4Y? A Tenepb BypMUCTPOBaA XXeHa». —
«HeT, He cnbixan, JInzaseTa iBaHoBHa. Kak Obl Ha HEro NOCMOTPETL?» — «Y!
KoTohen IBaHOBUY Yy MEHA TaKOM CEpOUTbIN: KOJIN KTO HEe Mo HEM, cenyac cbecT!
Tbl CMOTpPU, NpUrotTosb 6apaHa Aa NpUHECN eMy Ha NOKJOH; BapaHa-TO NOJI0XN,
a CaM CXOpPOHUCL, 4TOb oH Tebsa He yBuaen, a 1o, bpaT, Tyro npngetcal!» Bonk
nobe>xan 3a bapaHoM.

NpeT nnca, a HaBCTpeYy en MmeaBenb 1 CTasl C HE 3auUrpbiBaTbh. «4TO Thl, AypaK,
Koconanbi Muwwka, Tporaewb MeHA? f npexae 6bina nMcmua-gesnua, a Tenepb



3aMY>XHS )XeHa». — «3a KOro e Tbl, JInzaseTa IBaHOBHA, BbllLWIa?» — «A
KOTOpPbIN NpUCAaH K HaMm n3 cnbunpckmnx necos bypmuctpom, 30ByT KoTodhen
MNBaHOBWY, — 3a Hero u BbiWa». — «Hesnb3s 1M NocMoTpeTb ero, JInsaeeTa
MBaHoOBHa?» — «Y! KoTothen IBaHOBNY Yy MEHSA TAaKOMN CEPOUTLIN: KOJIN KTO He Mo
HeM, cenyvac cbecT! Tl CTynan, NPUroToBb bblKa Aa NPUHECK eMY Ha MOKJIOH;
BOJIK bapaHa xo4eT npuHecTb. [la cMOoTpu, BbIKa-TO MNOJI0XKN, @ CaM CXOPOHUCH,
4106 KoTohen MBaHoBMY Tebsa He yBuaen, a 1o, bpaT, Tyro npngetcal!» Measeab
noTawmncs 3a 6oikom.

MpuHec BosK 6apaHa, oboapan WKypy N CTOUT B pa3dfgyMbe: CMOTPUT — U
MenBenb neseT ¢ 6bIkoM. «3apaBcTBYn, 6paT Muxanno NeaHbiy!» —
«3apascTByn, bpaT JleBoH! YTO, He BUAAN nucnubl ¢ Myxem?» — «HeT, 6par,
AaBHO goxupgat». — «CTtynan, 30Bu». — «HeT, He nonay, Mnxanno MeaHbl4! Cam
nan, Tl NOCMesnen MeHa». — «HeT, 6paT JIeBOH, 1 9 He nonay». Baopyr oTkyna Hé
B3a1CA — 6eXxuT 3asu. Measenb Kak KpUKHET Ha Hero: «lMoamn-Ka ctoga, Kocom
yepT!» 3asu ucnyrancs, npmbexxan. «Hy 4To, KOCOW NOCTpPenN, 3Haellb, rae
XUBET nucuua?» — «3Hato, Muxanno MeaHoBu4!» — «CTynam )xe ckopee ga
CKaXxun en, 4170 Muxanno MiBaHoBnY ¢ 6paToM JIeBOHOM MBaHbIYEM AABHO YXX
FOTOBbI, XAYT TebA-ge C My>XXeM, XOTAT NMOKJOHNTbCA BapaHOM aa BbikoM».

3asLu NyCcTWUICA K JInCe BO BCIO CBOIO MPbITb. A MeaBenb N BOJIK CTan AyMaTb,
rae 6ol cnpATaThCca. MegBeab roBOpUT: «A NONE3Y Ha COCHY». — «A MHE 4TO Xe
nenatb? 4 Kyfa oeHyCb? — crpawmBaeT BOMIK. — Bedb 1 Ha fepeBO HU 3a 4TO He
B36epycb! Muxanno MiBaHoBu4! CXOpOHW, NOXKaNYNCTa, Kyaa-H1Mbyab, moMoru
ropto». Megseab NOJIOXKN €ro B KYCThbl U 3aBaJsin CyXUM JIMCTbEM, a CaM BJI€3 Ha
COCHY, Ha CaMylo-TakKn MaKyLKYy, U nornaabiBaeT: He naet am Kotoden ¢ nmcoto?
3asauy mex Tem npmbexxan K IMCULbIHOM HOope, NOCTYyYasiCsa U TOBOPUT 1Ce:
«Muxanno MieaHoBnY ¢ 6paTomM JIeBOHOM MBaHbIYEM MPUCNaNM CKa3aTb, YTO OHU
[ABHO rOTOBbI, XXOYT TebA C My>XeM, XOTAT NOKJOHNTbLCA BaM BbIKOM fa
bapaHom». — «CTynan, kocon! Cenvac byagem».

BoT naget KoT € nmcoto. Megeenb yBmnaasna nx n roeopuT Bosiky: «Hy, 6paT JleBoH
NBaHbIY, noeT nnca C My>eM; Kakomn )xe OH MasieHbKnin!» Mpuiien KoT u cenyac
e bpocusicsa Ha bblka, WepCTb Ha HEM B3bepoLunaachb, U Ha4asl OH pBaTb MSACO U
3ybamn n nanamu, a cam MypuuT, byaTo cepaunTcsa: «Mano, mano!» A measeb
roBopuT: «HeBenuk, fa npoxxopuct! Ham 4YyeTBepbIM He CbeCTb, @ eMy O4HOMY
Maso; NoXkanym, n Ao Hac gobepetcsa!» 3axoTenoCb BOJIKY MOCMOTPETL Ha
KoTodesa IBaHOBMYa, Aa CKBO3b JINCTbA He BMAaTh! N1 Ha4an oH NpoKanbiBaTb
Hag rnasamm JINCTbS, @ KOT yCJbIXas, 4TO JINCT LWWeBeNnTCA, nogymarsl, 4To 3To —
MbllWb, AA KaK KNHETCHA 1 NPAMO BOJIKY B MOPAY BLENUJICA KO TAMMU.



Bonk Bcko4mn, aa pasan 60r Horum, n 6bia TakoB. A KOT CaM UCMyrasnaca n
bpocunca npamMo Ha gepeso, rae megesenb cngen. «<Hy, — nymaet measenb, —
yBuaan meHsa!» Cne3aTb-TO HEKOr4a, BOT OH MNOJIOXKMUACA Ha BOXbIO BOJIIO Aa Kak
LUMAKHETCS C AepeBa 03eMb, BCe nevyeHkn oTbumn; Bckoymn — ga bexats! A
nncuua Bchen KpnyuT: «BoT oH BaM 3agacT! MNoroante!» C Ton nopbl BCe 3Bepu
CTann KoTa 604TbCA; a KOT C IMCON 3anMacinucCb Ha LENy 3MMy MACOM N CTaln
cebe XUTb fa NOXXMBaATb, N TENEPb XMBYT, XJ1€b XYIOT.

2.

Xun cTapuk un ctTapyxa. Y cTapuka, y CTapyxu He 6b1J10 HM CbiHa, HU fo4depu, Bbin
TOJNIbKO OAWUH cepbln KOT. OH UX MOUA-KOPMWUI, HOCUJT UM KYHOK 1 BeroK,
psab4YMKOB, TeTepeBen U BCAKNX 3BepbKOB. Caenascs ctap cepbin KOT. CTapyxa v
rOBOPUT CTapuKky: «M3 4yero Mbl, CTapuk, KOTa Aep>XNM? TONIbKO JapOoM Ha ne4yun
MeCTo 3aHsan!» — «Jla Kyaa ero gesatb-T0?» — «[locagn B KOTOMKY M OTHECU B
OCTpPOB; NMyCKanm TaM CBOIO XXWN3Hb pewmnT». CTapuk oTHec. KoT ocTasncsa B
OCTpPOBY, A€Hb rosiofas, opyron n TpeTtun n ctasa niakaTtb. WoeT nnuca n
cnpocuna KoTa: «O 4yeM Tbl Nnavewsb, KoTan MIBaHOBUNY?» — «AX, INCa, KaK MHe
He njakaTb? XXunn 4y ctapuka n ctapyxu, NOUI-KOPMU UX, CTasl CTap, OHU 1
NporHanan MmeHs». A nnca rosoput: «[laBan, Kotan iIBaHOBUY, XXeHUMCA!» —
«Kyabl MHe XXeHnTbCs! Tonbko Obl CBOKO rOsI0BY MponNUTaTh; a y Tebs, 4Yan, eTKun
€CTb, KOPMUTb-MOUTb Haao». — «HMUYero, Kak-HMbyab NPoKopMUMCH». BOT 1
BbiLW/ia inca 3a KoTada MBaHbIYa.

OpHaxkabl Measenb M 3asL, WA MUMO JINCULLIHOW HOPLI. YBMAana ux auca u
3aKpuyana: «Ax Tbl, TONCTONATLIN MegBeb, N Tbl, Kocon 3asu! Kak bbina s
BAOBOW, BbIBasO, HMN OANH N3 BaC HE MPOXOANST MUMO MOEN HOPbI, @ Kak Bblla
3aMy>X, TO KaXKAbI OeHb WaseTech; Nb Kakne goporu npotopuan! CmoTtpuTe,
Kak 6bl Bac KoTan MiBaHOBMY NO Wwee He npoBoana!» BoT, nayym noporom,
MenBenb U CKasan 3anuy: «Hero, 6paT, y Hee 3a My Takon — KoTanm NBaHOBNY?
Y>xnu 6onblue MeHA?» A 3aau: «Y>XKau npbiTye MeHa? MNonagem-Ka 3aBTpa,
MOCMOTPUM Ha Hero». [puLnn Ha APYron AeHb K JIMCULbIHOM HOpe U BUOAT: KOT
FNOXKEeT uenbin cTar bblka, a cam MypabideT: «Mano, mano!» — «Hy, bpaTt, —
Ckasan measenb 3anuy, — 6ena Hawa; KoTan BCce roBopuT: Mano, Mano!
Cnpsa4eMmcs, Tbl I9>Kb NOL XBOPOCT, a A B3/21€3y Ha AepeBo». TOJIbKO YCesINCb OHN
No CBOMM MecCTaM, KaK Bblbexxana n3-noa XxsopocTa Mbllwb. KOT yBnaan ee n B Ty
e MUHYTY BpOoCKUCA 3a HEN K XBOPOCTY. 3adL UCNyrasca, KUHyca bexxaTb; a
MenBenb yC/ibllWas TPEBOry, XoTes1 MOBEPHYTLCSA, Aa CO CTpacTen ynan c gepesa
n ybunnca no cmepTtu. JlInca C KOTOM 1 OOHbIHE MOXXMBAOT Aa MeaBeas noenatoT.



3.

B HEeKOTOpPOM LapCcTBEe, B HEKOTOPOM rOCyZlapCTBe XWUJ1 B ApeEMYHUX Jlecax
MOry4Yun KoT. MegBedb, BOJIK, OJIEHb, INCa 1 3a4L, cobpanncb COBET Aep>KaTb,
Kak Obl MOry4yero, CUbLHOro KoTa K cebe Ha nup no3BaTb. HAaroToBmMaM BCAKOro
nobpa n ctanum gymaTb: KOMY UATU 3a KOTOM. «Hy, cTynan Tel, Measeab!»
MenBenb Ha4yasl OTroBapuBaTbCA: «d MOXHAT M Koconan, Kyaa MHe! MNMyckan BosK
nonageT». A BOJIK FOBOPUT: «f HEMOBOPOTJIMB, OH MEHSA He NnocayLlaeT; nyyue
NyCTb OsieHb naeT!» OneHb ToXXe 0TKa3bliBaeTCA: «4 nyrnne-60431mMB, He CyMeto
OTBET Aep)XaTb; KOT, NOXXasiyn, 3a TO MeHA cMepTu npepacT. Aawv Tel, wycTpas,
— roBOpUT Nnce, — Tbl U cobon xopowa n obopoTnmea». — «Y MeHs XBOCT
OJINHEH, HEe CMOry CKopo bexkaTb; Nnyckam naeT 3asay!» — oTBe4vaeT auca.

TyT BCe CTann cKnagbiBaTb Ha 3anua: «Ctynan, kocon! He 6oncs. Thl
NOBOPOT/INB U Ha HOr'y CKOP; KOJIN OH Ha TebsA BCKMHETCH, Tbl Cenvac OT Hero
ynaewb». 3a0u, — genaTtb Hevyero — nobe)kan K KoTy; npmbexxkan, NOKJOHNICSH
MOHM>Xe HOI KOTOBbLIX U CTajn 3BaTb €ro Ha nup, Ha beceny. Ncnpasun Bce no
Haka3y M NycTuacsa Hasapg 6exxaTb, CKOJIbKO CUJ1 XBaTaeT. ABUJICSA K CBOUM
ToBapuwam n roeopuT: «Hy, Habpancsa cTtpaxy! Cam-To KOT OypbIN, LWWEPCTb Ha
HeM CTOUT AbIOOM, @ XBOCT TaK No 3emae n Bonountcal» TyT 3Bepu cTanam
NpATaTbCA KTO KyAda: «MeaBenb B3obpancsa Ha nepeBo, BOJIK 3as1€3 B KyCThbl, InCa
3apblylacb B 3eMJ110, @ 0JIEHb C 3aLEM COBCEM YLUWU... TONIbKO YCENNUCb OHU MO
CBOMM MecCTaM, KaK Bblbexxasna n3-noj XxsopocTa MbllWb. KOT yBMaan ee n B Ty xe
MUHYTY BpOCKNCA 3a HEN K XBOPOCTY. MeaBeab yCbillan TpeBory, XxoTen
NOBEPHYTbCH, a CO CTpacTen ynan c gepesa n ybmunca o cmepTu. Jinca ¢ KOTom
N OOHbIHE NOXXMBAKOT Ja MeABens noenatoT.

4.

Jlnca Bbiwna 3aMyX 3a KoToHanna MeaHbl4a. Pa3 nobexxana oHa NpunacTn Myxy
obepn; 6erana, 6erana n nonmana yTky. HeceT 4OMON, a HaBCTPeEYYy e eCHOW
kabaH. «Cton, nuca! — rosoput. — OTHanm yTky». — «HeT, He gam». — «Hy, 4
caM OTHUMY». — «A 1 ckaxy KoToHanny MBaHbivy; oH Teba cmepTun npepacT!» —
«Y4TO Takom 3a 3Bepb?» — aymaeT KabaH 1 nowen ceoen goporon. Jinca
nobe)kana; BAPYr NOBCTpeYanca en measenb: «Kyaa, nuca, 6exxnilb, KOMy yTKy
Hecewb? OToam ee MHe». — «CTynan-Ka nogobpy, a To ckaxky KoToHanny
NBaHbivy; oH Tebsa cmepTu npepacT!» Measenb nobossncs v nowen ceoen



noporon. Jinca ganbwe 6eXxuT, nonagaeTcsa en Bonk. «OTaaBan, — roBOpuT, —
yTKy!» — «Kak e He Tak! 1 BoT ckaxxy KoToHanny MBaHbl4y, OH Tebs camoro
cbecT!» Bonk opoben n nowen csoen Joporon; a nuca nobexxana oomMon.

BoT kabaH, MmegBeab 1 BOJIK COWWINCL BMECTe N CTanun AyMmaTb Aa ragaTb, 4TO 3a
3Bepb Takon KoToHawnno MBaHbIY: Hanepen TOro ero He BUAbIBaau, U B 1ecax ero
He BbiBaso! Monoxunu: caenatb 6onblon NUp 1 No3eBaTb K cebe KoToHanna
MBaHbI4Ya B rocTtu. M3rotoBuUAnChb. «Hy, — roBopaTt, — KOMY >Xe naTun 3a
KoTOHannom?» — v npucyannm natm Bonky. Bonk cobpanca n nobexkan K
nmcuubiHOM Hope. Mpubexxan. A KOT BbirisabiBaeT U3 HOPbI, YCbl MOBUCN, a
rflasa Tak U CBeTATCA. 3aTPACCA BOJIK CO CTpaxy, OTAasl KOTY HU3KUW MOKIJIOH,
no3gpasus ero C MOJI040H XXEHOK U CTasl MPOCUTb B FOCTMU.

KoT cuauT ga MypuuT. «Y, Kakon cepauTbin!» — aymaeT BOJIK U He 3HaeT, Kak
YNTWU... BopoTnnca un ckasan kabaHy n megsento: «Hy oa 1 CTpallHbIn Xe
KoToHanno MeaHbi4! na3a Tak u ropat! ToNIbKO NOCMOTpPEeN Ha MEHSA — U TO
APOXXb MPoHsANa...» BoT opobenn oHM n cTanu NpsaTaTbCA: MeaBeAb B3/1€3 Ha
nepeBo, kabaH 3aTecasncs B 60510TO, a BOJIK 3aK0OMNacsa B CTOr CeHa...
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